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EESC: short presentation 

The structure of the EESC 

•  It is an assembly of 353 members from the 28 Member 
States of the EU. 

•  Members are appointed for a renewable five-year term. 

•  They are appointed by the Council of Ministers on the 
basis of lists drawn up by national governments. 

•  Members are coming from organizations of employers, 
workers and other groups of civil society 
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An assembly divided into 3 GROUPS 

•  Group I – Employers 
•  Public and private sectors of industry, commerce, finance, etc. (large 

companies) 

•  Group II – Employees 
•  National trade union confederations 

•  Group III – Various Interests 
•  Farmers, consumers, the social economy, craftsmen and SMEs, 

social and environmental NGO 

+ 

 6 sections and 5 other working bodies 

What is the EESC mission? 

•  Advising the Commission, the Council and the 
Parliament on policy proposals (tapping on the 
expertise and practical experience of its members) 

•  Enabling civil society organizations in the Union to be 
more involved and therefore more committed to the 
European venture 

•  Strengthening the role of civil society organizations in 
non-UE countries where the EESC has on-going 
relations (ex: ACP countries) 
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How does it take action? 
The EESC issues: 

•  Opinions on questions that are referred to it by the 
Commission, the Council or the Parliament; 

•  Own-initiative opinions, expressing the EESC views on 
any matter of interest to civil society; 

•  Exploratory opinions when the Commission, the 
Parliament or even Union Presidencies ask the EESC to 
reflect and make suggestions on a given subject; 

•  The EESC may also decide to prepare an information 
report examining any question relevant to EU policies. 

 

Why an own-initiative opinion on 
food losses and food waste? 



5 

Why this own-initiative opinion? 

The EESC and the most deprived people: 
•  Sensitivity of several members on this issue  
•  Since 2011: 3 opinions on the Commission’s proposals 

for European Aid to the Most Deprived  
•  Need to take into account the supplies problem for 

Food Banks with the new Fund for European Aid to the 
Most Deprived (FEAD) 

•  Food Banks could be part of the solution for the 
prevention and reduction of food waste 

Why this own-initiative opinion? 

•  The Follow up ACP-UE Committee of the EESC wrote an 
information report on the role of civil society in the food 
security issue 

•  2012: Creation of a permanent study group on « food 
security » 

•  In the framework of the permanent study group,  the 
first issue it was decided to analyse was Food Waste. 
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Opinion’s contents: some remarks 

•  Discussion of this issue at different levels: FAO – EP – 
Commission + several transnational / national and local 
projects  

•  World population’s rise = need for more food / at the 
same time: depletion of natural resources! 

•  Different approaches in developing countries and 
European countries  

Opinion’s contents:importance and 
impacts of Food Waste 

•  EU(2010): 179 kg/inhab/year of food waste (agricultural 
production’s level not taken into account) 

•  If nothing is done: + 40% in 2020! 
•  Environmental, economic and social impacts 
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Main recommendations  
to improve the situation (I) 

•  ! Have a common definition and methodology to 
quantify losses and food waste 

•  Continue to share experiences and best practices 
•  Training has also a key role to play as regards waste 

reduction (curriculum and on-going training) 
•  Promote research all along the food chain (applied 

agricultural research, agri-food industry, packaging…) 

Main recommendations  
to improve the situation (II) 

•  Raise awareness of consumers (e.g. on the meaning of 
“use-by” and “best before” dates of products; how to store 
food products; how to use leftovers…) 

•  Facilitate the role of food banks, which are facing sharp 
rise in needs and decline of resources (e.g. disseminate 
initiatives in place in some MS in the areas of taxation, 
discharge of liability for donors or adapt certain 
administrative constraints to make food donation easier) 
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Follow up of our recommendations 
 •  A project on food waste… 

•  Avoiding duplication with other on-going campaigns and initiatives 
(FAO Save Food,  FP7 FUSIONS project, etc.) 

•  Concrete action on a topic where the EESC can add value and 
provide an original input 

•  …focusing on food donations:  
•  The EESC has commissioned a comparative study on EU Member 

States’ legislations and practices on food donations 

•  With this study, we aim to identify best practices and to develop 
recommendations on how to legislate or interpret legislation in order 
to facilitate food donations 

•  We plan to organize a high-level event to present and discuss the 
results of the study in spring 2014 

 

Conclusions  

•  In the past two years, many positive initiatives have 
been taken to prevent and reduce food waste = greater 
awareness of politicians and civil society organizations. 
These initiatives have to be encouraged. 

•  Upcoming opportunity for policy change: Commission 
Communication on Sustainable Food (early 2014) 

•  As civil society representatives, we want to contribute 
to improve the situation and we are gathering views 
from all stakeholders 
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Thank you for your attention 


