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Kris Roels - Interdepartmental Working Group Food Losses 
 

VLEVA conference ‘Food Waste? No Thanks! EU policy perspective and 
strategies of member states' –  11/12/2013 
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Vision 

Prevention and high value valorization of food waste = priority 
 

Flanders in Action: top 5 of European regions (by 2020) 

Ø  Economic importance of food sector 

Sustainability strategy 

Ø  Transition towards sustainable food system necessary 

Sustainable management of materials 

Ø  Higher resource efficiency in the food chain 

Social innovation 

Ø  Social economy + fight against (food) poverty 
 

Ambition: EU objective  - 50% by 2020 
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Approach 

Transversal perspective 
Economic, environmental and social impact 
 
Food chain perspective 
Covering the entire food chain, from producer to consumer  
 
Raising awareness, consultation and collaboration  
With food chain actors, research and stakeholders 
Supporting bottom up initiatives from food chain actors 
 
Providing a knowledge base 
Common language, basic research 
 
Interdepartmental working group  
Coordination of governmental actions  
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Package of 25 actions       bundled in 7 themes   
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Best practice 1: prevention of food losses in food 
industry 

Tradition of cooperation between government and food industry  

Working towards a sustainable future 

•  Sustainability Report 2011  

•  Feasibility study: environment neutral by 2030?  

Project ‘Food losses in Food Industry’ 

•  Support from Flemish Government – New Industrial Policy 

•  Phase 1: mapping food losses in industry   

•  Phase 2: workshops 

•  Phase 3: Information dissemination  

•  Results: January 2014 
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Best practice 2: food surpluses for social          
social food distribution 

Pilot project  Delhaize – Sint Vincentius 

•  New concept 

•  Success!  

•  Up scaling: 3 à 15 Delhaize shops 

DIY – book  

•  Best practices  

•  Tips & tricks 

Local tours to inspire local organizations 

Building a niche market in social economy (mission Komosie): 

•  Food surpluses for social innovation and poverty reduction 

•  Learning Network + Initiator Days + Coaching 
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3 x lessons learnt 

1.  There is a role for the different branches, for the food chain as 

a whole, for researchers and for NGOs to play. Government 

must bring them all together, facilitate action and coordinate 

the process. 

2.  We face the same challenges and we are thinking about the 

same policy options, so we can learn a lot from each other.  

Let us cooperate and exchange experiences. 

3.  Each country and each sector in the food chain has already got 

successful business cases and innovative solutions. We need to 

identify these game-changers and scale them up. We can 

already take significant steps forward today. 

What are we waiting for? 
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More information? 

Kris Roels 
kris.roels@lv.vlaanderen.be 
+32 (0) 25 52 78 24 
 
Fact Sheet ‘Prevention of Food 
Losses – the case of Flanders’ 
 
 
Thank you for listening! 
 


