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10 key messages for food waste policy makers 

Policy coherence between different government policies and coordination between governments at 

different levels is necessary.   

*** 

European (FUSIONS) and global coalitions are working to improve the knowledge base.  

Current data are limited but do not need to hinder effective actions and policy making. 

*** 

Use a food chain approach, covering all steps in the system, to avoid rebound effects.  

Focusing too hard on one step in the chain might just push food waste down or up the supply 

chain without reducing it. 

*** 

Public-private collaboration is the best way to approach a complex societal issue. Effectively 

reducing food waste is possible by investing in public-private partnerships with businesses and civil 

society and by using a positive and inspirational approach.  

*** 

Promote existing best practices, new business models and cooperation between food chain actors 

in the area of food waste reduction as the way to move forward and stimulate scaling best practices. 

*** 

Campaigns targeting consumers have a startup cost but sustained interventions prove to have a very 

positive cost-benefit ratio. Well-designed short but sharp consumer awareness raising projects also 

prove to have short term positive results. Raising awareness is helping to save money. 

*** 

It is important to clarify existing legislation and rules (food safety, food labeling, etc.) to prevent 

unnecessary waste and to make it easier to donate food. This is a quick win with immediate impact. 

*** 

Food waste at farm level is not a high priority at this moment. We also don’t know much about food 

losses in the agricultural sector. More research should focus on this sector to deliver better data, 

identify hot spots, and test practical solutions. The role of gleaning networks should be examined. 

*** 

There might be a potential synergy between reducing food waste and using food surpluses from the 

food chain to help the most deprived. The upcoming Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived 

might offer opportunities. 

*** 

2014 will be an important year for creating more sense of urgency across Europe. The EC will launch 

its Sustainable Food Communication, different governments and stakeholders are planning high-

level events and a Feeding the 5000 event will take place at the beginning of April in Brussels and 

will mobilize politicians, food chain actors, civil society and citizens.  There is a growing international 

and European momentum that we have to use. 

*** 
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