
The European 
Climate Law 

 An overview 

#EUGreenDeal 
#EUClimateLaw 

VLEVA Ontbijtsessie 10 maart 2020: De 
eerste Europese klimaatwet 
 
Sophie Heyde, Legal Officer, DG CLIMA 



It sends a strong political message: 

Our path to climate neutrality by 2050 is irreversible 

Keeps our promise to citizens to act within 100 days and increase ambition 
A clear signal to investors about the direction of policy for next 30 years 

Europe leads on its commitment to the Paris Agreement 

Why is it important? 



Article setting objective of climate neutrality by 2050 into law 
Articles ensuring discipline and accountability 
Article establishing the mechanism for developing a trajectory to 2050 
Integration of the climate-neutrality objective into the impact assessment of 
Commission proposals 

Articles highlighting the role of adaptation and public participation 

What are the main elements? 



It will be a Union-wide objective  
It will be an economy-wide objective 
The objective aims to achieve “net-zero” emissions 

This climate-neutrality objective will be achieved domestically 

The 2050 climate-neutrality objective: 



Builds on Member States reporting under the Energy Union Governance 
Regulation 
There will be a periodic assessment of progress, in line with the cycles of the 
Paris Agreement 
If progress is insufficient we may:  

Make recommendations to Member States, or  

Propose new measures at EU level 

Accountability and discipline: 



The Climate Law will eventually include the new 2030 target. The current 
proposal starts work towards it: 

Asks the Commission to explore 50-55% by September 2020 – the Commission will 
propose to amend the law once the impact assessment is concluded 

Asks the Commission to make new sectoral proposals by June 2021 

It tasks the Commission to establish a Union-wide trajectory 2030-2050 to be 
used to assess progress towards climate neutrality 

Work towards 2030 targets, and a trajectory 
2030-2050  



The law will task the Commission to check new proposals against the 
climate-neutrality objective 
This assessment will be included in the impact assessment of new proposals 
and will be made public 

Impact assessment and climate neutrality 



The law will lay the ground for a new adaptation strategy before the end of the 
year 
Underlines importance of public participation in design / implementation of 
climate policy 
We will follow this up with the ‘Climate Pact’ 
Public consultation on the Climate Pact launched on same day as Climate 
Law 

Adaptation and public participation 



In parallel to the Climate Law, the EU will support the transition with funding 
and financing tools: 

The European Green Deal Investment Plan 
Unlock at least €1 trillion of sustainable investments over the next decade  

The InvestEU guarantee will support this by de-risking private funds 

Renewed Sustainable Finance Strategy 
Ensuring that sustainable investments are mainstreamed 

The Just Transition Mechanism, and Just Transition Fund 
Support the most affected regions and sectors ensuring the transition is fair and 
leaves no one behind 

Help to modernise and diversify economies and alleviate social and economic costs 
of the transition 

Financing the Just Transition 



The Climate Law is just one small but vital part of our efforts in 
delivering the European Green Deal.  

It keeps our promise to citizens to act in the first 100 days. 

It sets out a clear vision for investors and wider society.  
A solid next step in our journey to climate-neutrality. 

Conclusions 


