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Adaption to climate change in the
agricultural sector
Like no other the agricultural sector is directly dependent on the climate and the
weather. Rising temperatures and hotter summers are being expected. This will
shift the timing of seed germination and growth of agricultural crops. Also the
amount and distribution of rainfall will change. Both will lead to a lower quality
of crops as well as lower crop yields and can lead as far as a complete crop failure.
A greater frequency of extreme weather events such as intense rain, storms and
droughts will increase soil erosion.
Already in 2010 the federal state government of Saxony-Anhalt (Sachsen-Anhalt)
adopted a strategy on adaption to climate change. This strategy defnes extensive
targets and measures in many sectors. In 2013 the strategy on adaption to climate
change was updated and in 2019 adjusted.
Now, in line with the present EU-agricultural reform, it is necessary to implement
framework requirements to enhance the preparedness and capacity of the
agricultural sector to respond to the impacts of climate change. How can the
future CAP be adjusted to support adaption strategies? Which contribution can
organic farming and a modern agriculture make and which instruments do they
need as support?
These and other questions will be discussed in the upcoming conference.
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Location

Representation of the State of Saxony-Anhalt to the EU,
Boulevard Saint Michel 80, 1040 Brussels, Belgium

Programme

11:45 a.m.

Opening, lunch snack

12:40 a.m.

Welcome remarks by Minister Prof. Dr. Claudia Dalbert
Minister of Environment, Agriculture and Energy of the State of
Saxony-Anhalt

How is the climate likely to change in the future?
Status quo – research on climate change scenarios and impacts in
Saxony-Anhalt, Germany and Europe
Dr. Frank Wechsung, Potsdam Institute for climate impact research
Agriculture in a changing climate
Challenges from the view of the International center of crop
production of the German Agricultural Society (DLG) in
Saxony-Anhalt
Hubertus Paetow; president of the DLG e.V. (German agricultural
Society)
Agricultural policy requirements
The view from the European commission - Strategies of the
European commission to adapt the agricultural sector to the
impacts of climate change
Dr. Peter Wehrheim, Member of the Cabinet of EU-Commissioner for
Agriculture and Rural Development Phil Hogan
The view from Lithuania - Experiences and requirements for an
agriculture adapted to climate change
Minister Giedrius Surplys, Minister of Agriculture of the Republic
of Lithuania
Integration of measures to achieve the EU climate targets and
strategies on adaption to climate change in the new CAP
Jan Plagge, President of the International Federation of Organic
Agriculture Movements (IFOAM EU) and President of Bioland
14:30 a.m.

Panel
• Minister Prof. Dr. Claudia Dalbert
• Minister Giedrius Surplys
• Dr. Peter Wehrheim
• Jan Plagge

15:15 a.m.

Cofee

Moderator Monika Hoegen, simultaneous translation German/English

